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CHRONICLE OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 

WITH REFERENCES 

Abbreviations: Ann. sc. pol., Annates des sciences politiques, Paris; Vie Int., 
La Vie Internationale, Brussels; Arch, dipl., Archives Diplomatiques, Paris; B., 
boletin, bulletin, bolletino; P. A. U., bulletin of the Pan-American Union, Washing- 
ton; Clunet, J. de Dr. Int. Priv6, Paris; Doc. dipl., France, Documents diplomatiques; 
B. Rel. Ext., Boletin de Relaciones Exteriores, Dr., droit, diritto, derecho; D. 0., 
Diaroi Oficial; For. rel., Foreign Relations of the United States; Ga., gazette, gaceta, 
gazzetta; Cd., Great Britain, Parliamentary Papers; Int., international, internacional, 
internazionale; J., journal; J. 0., Journal Officiel, Paris; L., Law; Vint. Sc, L'lnter- 
nationalism Scientifique, The Hague; M., Magazine; Mem. dipl., Memorial diplo- 
matique, Paris; Monit., Moniteur beige, Brussels; Martens, Nouveau recueil generate 
de traites, Leipzig; Q. dip., Questions diplomatiques et coloniales; R., review, revista, 
revue, revista; Beichs G., Reichs-Gesetzblatt, Berlin; Stoats., Staatsblad, Nether- 
lands; State Papers, British and Foreign State Papers, London; Stat, at L., United 
States Statutes at Large; Times, The Times (London). 

August, 1914. 

20 European War. Great Britain. Order in Council announcing 

that Great Britain, France and Russia will observe the provi- 
sions of the Declaration of London, with certain modifications as 
regards contraband of war. London Gazette, No. 28879. 
25 European War. France. Decree announcing that provisions 
of the Declaration of London will be followed in present hos- 
tilities, with modifications adopted by Great Britain. J. 0., 
Aug. 26, 1914; London Gazette, No. 28879. 

September, 191 4- 

14 European War. Russia. Under Imperial Ukase Russia an- 
nounced that the provisions of the Declaration of London will be 
observed by Russia during the present war, subject to the modi- 
fications adopted by the British and French Governments as 
declared in the British Order in Council of August 20, 1914, and 
the French Decree of August 25, 1914. London Gazette, No. 
28918. 

21 European War. Great Britain. Proclamation adding to the 

list of contraband of war. London Gazette, No. 28910. 
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November, 1914.. 

6 European War. France. Decree relative to the application of 

the rules of international maritime law to the present war. 
J. 0., Nov. 7, 1914. 

December, 191 4. 

7 France — United States. French decree approving parcel post 

convention between French Guiana and the United States, 
signed August 21, 1914. J. 0., Dec. 14, 1914. 

8-21 European War. Russia. Official Bulletin of the Laws pub- 
lished Imperial Ukase dated December 8/21, revising the decree 
of September 1/14, 1914, concerning the application of the regula- 
tions of naval warfare as drawn up by the Declaration of London. 
English text: London Gazette, No. 29159. 

23 European War. Great Britain. Proclamation adding to the 
list of contraband of war. London Gazette, No. 29016. 

March, 1915. 

11 European War. Great Britain. Order in Council signed for 
prevention of commercial intercourse with Germany, in retalia- 
tion for the German Admiralty proclamation declaring a war zone 
of the waters around the British Islands. This Order was an- 
nounced as forthcoming in Parliament on March 1st; it was 
signed March 11th, and published March 16th. All intercourse 
is forbidden, but neutrals will be reimbursed for legitimate losses 
sustained. London Gazette, No. 29102; N. Y. Times, March 12, 
1915. 

22 Russia — United States. Ratifications exchanged of treaty for 
the advancement of peace, signed Oct. l/Sept. 18, 1914. English 
and French texts: U. S. Treaty Series, No. 616. 

26 European War. Chile — Great Britain — Germany. Chile 
made representations to Great Britain regarding the sinking 
of the German cruiser Dresden on March 16th. Chile claims 
that the Dresden was blown up by her own crew in Chilean 
waters after bombardment by the British squadron and when 
the Chilean Government was on the point of interning her. 
On April 15th, a British White Paper announced that full and 
ample apology had been made to Chile by Great Britain for 
the violation of Chilean neutrality. N. Y. Times, April 16, 
1915; Cd., 7859. 
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March, 1915. 

27 Great Britain. Notice to mariners [No. 239, 1915], relating to 

mined areas in the North Sea, River Thames and English Chan- 
nel, with information as to compulsory pilotage. London Gazette, 
No. 29116. 

28 European War. United States. An American, Leon C. 

Thrasher, was among the passengers lost on the English steamer 
Falaba, sunk by a German submarine. On May 13th, the 
United States protested to Germany against the dangers to which 
Americans were subjected in the submarine operations of Ger- 
many. On May 28th, Germany replied, stating that the Falaba 
was sunk after her commander had refused to heed the warning of 
the submarine and had continued to signal for assistance. Texts 
in Official documents in Special Supplement to this Journal. 

April, 1915. 

3 European War. Germany — United States. The United States 

presented a note to the German Government demanding pay- 
ment by Germany of $228,059.54, with interest from January 28th, 
for the destruction of the American sailing vessel William P. Frye 
by the German converted cruiser Prince Eitel Friedrich. On 
April 5th, Germany replied consenting to pay the required sum 
and basing this upon the treaties of 1799 and 1828 between 
Prussia and the United States, but claiming justification for 
the sinking of the ship and destruction of the cargo under inter- 
national law, and proposing that the vessel go before the German 
Prize court for adjudication. On April 28th, the United States 
answered, accepting the offer to pay for the ship upon the basis 
of the violation of the treaties, but declining to agree to submit 
the case to the prize court. Texts in Official documents in Special 
Supplement to this Journal. 

4 European War. Germany — United states. The German Am- 

bassador handed a note to the Department of State of the United 
States charging in effect that the United States is violating the 
true spirit of neutrality by permitting large quantities of arms 
to be shipped to England, France and Russia, and character- 
izing as a failure the diplomatic efforts of the United States to 
effect shipment of food supplies to Germany. The memorandum 
intimates that the United States maintained the true spirit of 
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April, 1915. 

neutrality to Mexico in placing an embargo on the export of 
arms to Huerta and Carranza, and quotes a statement of Presi- 
dent Wilson on the Mexican situation. The United States re- 
plied to the note on April 21st. Texts of notes in Official docu- 
ments in Special Supplement to this Journal. 
7 European War. Germany. German converted cruiser Eitel 
Friedrich, which came into Newport News, Va., March 10, 1915, 
was interned by the United States at the request of her com- 
mander. N. Y. Times, April 8, 1915. 

11 European War. Germany. German auxiliary cruiser Kron- 

prinz Wilhelm came into Newport News, Va. The captain re- 
ported that his ship had sunk fourteen ships of the Allies and 
one Norwegian ship. The ship was interned April 26th. N. Y. 
Times, April 12, 27, 1915. 

12 United States — Great Britain. The Department of State of 

the United States announced that Great Britain will requisition 
the cargo of the Wilhelmina and reimburse her owners for the 
delay. R. of R. (N. Y.), 51 :538. 

14 European War. Great Britain. Proclamation amending De- 
fense of the Realm Act of November 28, 1914, and March 23, 
1915, giving the Admiralty authority to impose restrictions on 
persons proceeding to or from ports of Great Britain, and relat- 
ing to trial by court-martial and civil jury. London Gazette, 
No. 29129. 

18 European War. Germany. Ordinance relative to amendments 
to the Prize Ordinance of Sept. 30, 1909, and its supplements 
dated Oct. 18, Nov. 23, and Dec. 14, 1914. English text: 
London Gazette, No. 29159. German text: R. Gesetzblatt, No. 49, 
1915. 

21 European War. Germany — United States. The United States 
answered the note of the German Ambassador of April 4th, relat- 
ing to American neutrality, the shipment of arms, etc. Text 
of notes in Official documents in Special Supplement, to this 
Journal. 

23 European War. Great Britain. Blockade declared, begin- 
ning at midnight, of Kamerun, German West Africa. London 
Gazette. 

26 European War. Germany. German auxiliary cruiser Kronprinz 
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April, 1916. 

Wilhelm interned at Newport News, Va. N. Y. Times, April 27, 
1915. 

28 European War. United States. American steamer Cushing 
slightly damaged by a bomb dropped from a German aeroplane 
in the North Sea. New York Times, April 29, 1915. 

28 European War. Germany — United States. The United States 
sent a note to Germany accepting the offer of Germany to pay 
for the destruction of the American sailing vessel William P. 
Frye on the ground of the violation of existing treaties between 
the United States and Germany, but not on the ground that the 
destruction was justified by existing rules of international law. 
Protest was also made against the case going before the German 
prize court. Text of note in Official documents in Special Supple- 
ment to this Journal. 

May, 1915. 

1 European War. United States. American steamer Gulflight, 
bound for a French port, was sunk by a German submarine off 
the Scilly Islands, with a loss of three lives. New York Times, 
May 2, 1915. 

1 European War. Germany. The Imperial German Embassy to 
the United States addressed a communication to the American 
people, in paid advertisements in various American newspapers, 
warning them of the danger of travelling in English ships. N. Y. 
Times, May 1; N. Y. Sun, May 1, 1915. 

4 Triple Alliance. Italy denounced the Triple Alliance with 
Austria and Germany. N. Y. Times, May 5, 1915. 

7 European War. The Cunard steamer Lusitania was torpedoed and 

sunk without warning, by a German submarine, off the southern 
coast of Ireland, near Kinsale; 1150 persons lost their lives, in- 
cluding more than 100 Americans. New York Times, May 8, 
1915. 

8 European War. Belgium. Germany posted proclamations in 

Antwerp dated May 5, 1915, announcing that Germany had 
formally annexed Belgium. N. Y. Times, May 8, 1915. 

9 China — Japan. Announced that China has accepted the de- 

mands contained in the Japanese ultimatum. N. Y. Times, 
May 10, 1915. 
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May, 1915. 

13-15 European War. Germany — United States. The United 
States presented a note to Germany, protesting against the sub- 
marine policy of Germany in the present war, and calling atten- 
tion to the case of Leon Thrasher, who lost his life when the 
Falaba was torpedoed, to the dropping of bombs on the American 
steamer Cushing, to the torpedoing of the American steamer 
Gulflight, and culminating in the sinking of the Lusitania, with 
many American passengers aboard; the note stated that the 
United States expected Germany to disavow such acts and to take 
steps to prevent their recurrence, and declared that the United 
States will not be expected to omit any word or act necessary to 
maintain the rights of its citizens. Text in Official documents in 
Special Supplement to this Journal. 

20 Lake Mohonk Conference on International Arbitration. 
The Twentieth Annual Convention of the Lake Mohonk Con- 
ference on International Arbitration met at Mohonk Lake, N. Y. 
N. Y. Times, May 21, 1915. 

23 European War. Italy declared war on Austria to date from 

"tomorrow." N. Y. Times, May 24, 1915. 
24-29 Pan American Financial Congress met in Washington, D. C. 
P. A. U.,40-5m. 

24 European War. Germany declared that a state of war exists 

with Italy. N. Y. Times, May 25, 1915. 

24 European War. United States. Neutrality proclamation is- 

sued covering the entry of Italy into the war. N. Y. Times, 
May 26, 1915. 

25 Argentine Republic — Brazil — Chile. Treaty for the advance- 

ment of peace following the plan of the Secretary of State 
of the United States William Jennings Bryan. Washington Post, 
May 26, 1915. 

25 China — Japan. Treaty signed respecting South Manchuria and 
Eastern Inner Mongolia. R. de droit int. dipl. (Japanese 
text), June, 1915. 

25 China — Japan. Treaty signed respecting the providence of Shan- 
tung. R. de droit int. et dipl. (Japanese text), June, 1915. 

25 European War. Italy addressed a note to the neutral Powers 
explaining her reasons for going to war with Austria. Text of 
note: N. Y. Times, May 26, 1915. 
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May, 1915. 

27 European War. Great Britain. Proclamation making further 

additions and amendments to the list of articles to be treated as 
contraband of war. London Gazette, Nos. 29173, 29175. 

28 European War. Germany — United States. Germany sent a 

reply to the American note of May 13 in regard to the case of the 
Falaba, the Cushing, the Gulflight and the Lusitania. Concern- 
ing the sinking of the English ship Falaba, Germany alleged that 
the captain failed to heed the warning of the submarine to 
halt, but continued to signal for help; in regard to the Cushing 
and Gulflight that an investigation was under way by the German 
Government, but that Germany was willing to submit the ques- 
tion to a commission of inquiry as provided by Title III of the 
Convention for the Peaceful Settlement of International Dis- 
putes signed at The Hague, October 18, 1907; in regard to the 
Lusitania, Germany claimed to be within her rights in sinking 
the ship, as an armed auxiliary ship of the British navy, 
that the cargo of ammunition was partly responsible for her 
total and speedy destruction, and that neutrals had been suffi- 
ciently warned not to enter the blockaded zone in ships of the 
Allies. Text in Official documents in Special Supplement to this 
Journal. 

29 Portugal. Theophile Braga elected President of Portugal by the 

National Assembly, succeeding Manuel de Arriago, resigned. 
N. Y. Times, May 30, 1915. 

June, 1915. 

1 United States — Norway — Denmark. Under treaties for the 

advancement of peace, the President of the United States ap- 
pointed Dr. James Brown Scott Commissioner for Denmark, and 
Hon. Judson Harmon, Commissioner for Norway. 

2 Mexico — United States. The United States presented a note 

to the warring factions in Mexico calling upon the leaders speedily 
to come to an agreement in internal affairs in Mexico. In case 
of failure, warning is given that the United States will proceed 
to take such steps as may be necessary to bring about order in 
Mexico. N. Y. Times, June 3, 1915. 

3 European War. The Republic of San Marino declared war on 

Austria. San Marino is not a protectorate of Italy but is " pro- 
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June, 1915. 

tected" by Italy. The importance of her entry into the war lies 
in the fact that her territory may not be used as neutral territory 
by Austrian aeroplanes for making repairs, etc. N. Y. Times, 
June 4, 1951. 

4 European War. Germany — United States. Germany made 
further reply to the American note of May 13, in regard to the 
case of the Cushing and the Gulflight. It is explained that the 
Gulflight was torpedoed by mistake, and indemnity will be paid 
when ascertained by experts; in the case of the Cushing, further 
evidence is asked, but it is stated that indemnity will be paid 
for ascertained loss. Text in Official documents in Special Supple- 
ment to this Journal. 

6 Russia — Sweden. Announcement made that a treaty was rati- 
fied last week mutually acknowledging the financial, commercial 
and industrial interests of the respective countries. N. Y. Times, 
June 7, 1915. 

8 China — Russia. Announcement that a treaty had been signed 
between the two countries relating to Outer Mongolia. Wash- 
ington Star, June 8, 1915. 

8 European War. United States. Hon. William Jennings Bryan 

resigned as Secretary of State. He gave as the reason his dis- 
agreement with the policy of the administration on the question 
of the use of submarines in the European war and his unwilling- 
ness to sign the note of June 9th to Germany in reply to the Ger- 
man note of May 28th. N. Y. Times, June 9, 1915. 

9 United States. The President appointed Hon. Robert Lansing 

Secretary of State ad interim, for a period of thirty days. Mr. 
Lansing became Counselor of the Department of State, April 1, 
1914. On June 23, Mr. Lansing was appointed Secretary of 
State. See: this Journal, 5:336. 
9 European War. Germany — United States. The United States 
sent a note to Germany on the subject of the Falaba, the Gulf- 
light, the Cushing and the Lusitania. Reiteration is made of the 
rights of Americans to travel on the high seas, of the positive 
information of the United States that the Lusitania was unarmed, 
and the hope of the United States that an agreement might be 
reached whereby the rights of Americans would be safeguarded. 
Text in Official documents in Special Supplement to this Journal. 
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June, 1915. 

10 Mexico. The Villa-Zapata Government deposed Roque Gonzales 
Garza as provisional president and elected Francisco Lagos 
Chazara. N. Y. Times, June 11, 1915. 

24 European War. Germany — United States. The United 
States sent a note to Germany asking reconsideration of the 
German refusal to settle by direct diplomatic negotiation, in- 
stead of prize court proceedings, the claim presented on behalf of 
the captain and owners of the American ship William P. Frye, 
sunk with her cargo of wheat by the Prim Eitel Friedrich. The 
contention of the United States is that inasmuch as Germany has 
admitted liability for the sinking of the ship under the treaty of 
1828, prize court proceedings are unnecessary and not binding 
on the United States. 

29 European War. Austria-Hungary — United States. Austria- 
Hungary delivered note to the American Ambassador on contra- 
band and the neutrality of the United States. English text: 
N. Y. Times, Aug. 2, 1915. 

Kathryn Sellers. 



